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Facilities Problems a Growing Source 
of Student Complaints 
BY TIMOTHY FREY 
Staff Writer 
"It's FREEZING in here," "Turn 
on the heat please," "Is there any warm 
place in this school to study?" These are 
just a few of the many GW law student 
status messages complaining about the 
temperatures within the law school this 
winter. 
Complaints were especially high 
during the final exam period last Decem­
ber, prompting SBA Vice President Liz 
Westbrook and Facilities Chair Meghan 
Woods to take the issue to the school 
administrators. During that time, stu­
dents throughout the library and study 
areas could be seen wearing their coats, 
hats, and even scarves while studying. 
As third year student Ashley Rankin 
explains the problem, "the temperature 
controls at school are terrible. For those 
that choose to spend their time studying 
at school, should they even be able to 
find a seat, they will be subjected to artic 
temperatures with an actual wind chill in 
the reading room of the library." 
Unfortunately, the problem was not 
limited to study areas, as students also 
complained of low temperatures while 
taking their finals. Another third year stu­
dent, Julia Jankowski, relates that during 
one of her exams she was so cold that her 
hands were shaking from the chill. Others 
could be seen wearing winter gear during 
the tests, and even the proctors often had 
to wear large winter coats. 
The coldest rooms seemed to be the 
Lerner -02 rooms, as well as the reading 
room of the library. Other places, how­
ever, have the opposite problem - too 
much heat. This can pose an issue for 
people who have bundled up to brave the 
other areas of school. As Julia explains, 
"when the rooms are too warm you can 
get very uncomfortable, especially if you 
are wearing warm clothes or Uggs." She 
also notes that while it may be easy to 
shed coats and hats, taking off your boots 
in class is a little bit tougher. 
In addition to temperature con­
cerns, students have voiced complaints 
over other facets of the law school that are 
not necessarily in tip-top condition. For 
example, Deric Ortiz, another third year, 
would like to' see something done about 
the fact that the refrigerator room in the 
hard lounge always floods. He suggested 
that this year's graduating class give a 
practical gift to the school and pay to fix 
that, and similar, problems, rather than 
"putting down bricks on the quad." 
Likewise, third year Megan Muel­
ler relates that the women's bathroom 
near the leather lounge is often in bad 
shape. She explains that there is no soap 
dispenser, one of the stall doors doesn't 
close, and the counters are always full of 
water. Megan is especially bothered by 
these problems because "this is the bath­
room that visitors 
will most likely use, 
so its bad condition 
reflects poorly on the 
school." She also 
notes that in all of 
the bathrooms, "the 
toilet paper dispens­
ers don't rotate, so if 
the first roll runs out 
you're in trouble." 
Third year Dan 
Straga agrees that the 
there is a problem 
with the bathroom 
sinks. However, 
unlike Megan, he 
doesn't find this so much aggravating as 
he does amusing. He says, "while I first 
thought it would be great if all the sinks 
in the bathroom functioned, I then real­
ized that I really get great amusement 
from watching other people get frustrated 
because the sinks aren't working; thus, I'd 
actually like the sinks to remain in their 
current state." Unlike Straga, however, 
many students would like to have all the 
See Facilities on Page 9 
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Number of Giles Rich 
« 
Competitors Doubles 
BY ELIZABETH WESTBROOK 
Staff Writer 
With US News consistently rank­
ing George Washington as one of the 
top Intellectual Property law schools in 
the nation, it is no surprise that the Giles 
Sutherland Rich Intellectual Property 
Law Competition is one of 
our most popular internal 
moot court competitions. 
The preliminary and semifi­
nal rounds occurred this past 
weekend, the 9th and 10th of 
January 2010, with the final 
round to be held on January 
19th. The team that wins 
the final round on the 19th 
will continue on to compete 
in the external regional round and then 
potentially the national round of the Giles 
Rich competition in March and April re­
spectively. This year's national finals will 
be held here in Washington D.C. 
Always a well participated-in 
competition, the number of Giles Rich 
participants has nearly doubled this year, 
with twenty-eight teams competing for the 
chance to represent GW in the regional 
and national rounds. Moot Court Board 
President, Jocelyn Bond, attributes this 
spike in entrants to the efforts of new As-
sociate Dean of Intellec­
tual Property Law, Dean 
John Whealan. Bond 
says, "Dean Whealan 
has been a tremendous 
help in raising the profile 
of Giles Rich at GW 
Law School, particularly 
through its efforts to re-
cruit top notch practitio­
ners to serve as judges for 
our final round." 
This year's Giles Rich student 
chairs are Jason Fitzsimmons and Patrick 
Stafford. Both are 2Ls and have been 
working extremely hard since September 
to organize a successful competition. The 
See Giles on Page 3 
The number of 
participants has 
nearly doubled this 
year, with 28 teams 
competing. 
Celebrating 50 years of the 
Government Procurement 
Law Program 
BY CALEB DIJLIS 
Staff Writer 
This year marks the 50th anniver­
sary of the George Washington Law 
School's Government Procurement Law 
Program. To celebrate, the program's 
directors will be hosting a gala on 
Thursday, February 18, at the Andrew 
W. Mellon Auditorium on Constitution 
Avenue. The gala, beginning at 6:30 PM, 
will feature a reception and three-course 
dinner. Presenters will include the Hon­
orable Daniel Gordon, former adjunct at 
the Law School and recently confirmed 
as the Administrator for Public Pro­
curement Policy in the White House. 
Professor Steven Schooner, one of the 
co-directors of the program, expects 
Gordon to discuss the current policy and 
legislative landscape. 
The gala is open to students, and 
tickets are available for $35 through the 
Law School Office of Alumni Relations 
website. Program co-director Professor 
Christopher Yukins said the gala, held in 
conjunction with the Thomson Reuters/ 
West Year in Review, "will be a fun and 
easy way for students to meet a broad 
cross-section of the procurement bar 
here in Washington," he said. Professor 
Schooner agreed that the evening could 
be a valuable experience for students. "On 
the one hand," he said, "it's a networking 
event. We expect a nice turnout. In addi­
tion, the Mellon Auditorium is a pretty 
spectacular venue, and the food will be 
excellent!" 
Professor Gregory Maggs, Senior 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at 
the Law School, commented on the pro­
gram's anniversary. "The Law School's 
Government Procurement Law program 
is widely considered to be the preeminent 
program of its kind in the nation and 
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BY JOHN SORRENTI 
SB A President 
Welcome back to the law school 
and the start of our Spring Semester! 
Congratulations to the lLs for finish­
ing that challenging first semester; it's 
smooth sailing from here 
on out. On the opposite 
end, graduating students 
are entering our last se­
mester here at school. 
For many of us, this may 
be the last time that we'll 
be full-time students. We 
should make sure to en­
joy it while it lasts, before 
we've got to enter the real 
world. And although 
the weather doesn't re­
ally feel like spring yet, there's a lot 
planned this semester to keep ourselves 
busy until the Cherry Blossoms and the 
warmer temperatures come in March 
and April. 
We'll get things kicked off this 
weekend with the annual SBA Ski 
Trip. Over 150 students will head out 
to Snowshoe Mountain in West Virginia 
over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend 
to enjoy three days of snow, shredding, 
and socializing. It's always a great time 
and this year is sure not to disappoint. 
After our first three day weekend of the 
semester, the Super Bowl will signal the 
beginning of February and we'll already 
be in the second month of our semester. 
In February, the Law Review band: 
will once again play DC9 on Februar) 
11 and the Law Review will 
put on another hilarious anc 
excellent show later thai 
month. The month wil 
fly by as we have anothei 
three-day weekend in mid 
February coinciding with 
Valentine's Day. Guys, don'i 
procrastinate too long befort 
you order those lucky ladie 
some flowers! As we get intc 
the second half of February 
we've got the SBA Election: 
to look forward to. Positions open include 
President and Executive Vice President as 
well as a number of seats for Senator, 
little local politics to get people excited foi 
the national elections that will take place 
later in 2010. 
As February draws to a close, we 
get to look forward to a week vacation 
and our Spring Break. For lLs, this alsc 
means the Journal Competition that take: 
place over the first weekend of Spring 
Break. If you decide to participate in the 
competition, a little word of advice: work 
See SBA on Page t 
Alcohol and Guns: 
It's a Winning Combination 
BY RYAN BOWEN 
Opinions Editor 
In case you hadn't heard, the Su­
preme Court in 2008 in District of 
Columbia v. H eller affirmed what most 
people (outside of the legal profession) 
probably thought anyway: the Second 
Amendment confers an individual right 
to possess a firearm (within limits, of 
course). Nonetheless, Obama's ascen­
sion to the presidency set off a panic for 
many of the most fervent of gun rights 
supporters. Reports came out of ammo 
shortages in many parts of the country as 
gun owners stocked up before the inevi­
table moment where the 
Democratic controlled 
congress ran roughshod 
over the Second Amend­
ment and took away that 
right which, as noted by 
Justice Scalia, traces its 
roots all the way back to 
17th century England. 
Perhaps using 
this fear as a launching 
point, gun rights groups 
have been pushing for more lax gun laws 
in many states. I must preface this discus­
sion by noting that I have recently become 
a gun owner, that I think guns can be a 
lot of fun (when used safely, of course), 
and that having one makes me feel safer 
knowing that when criminals, commies, 
terrorists, or zombies come busting down 
my door, I'll be ready. However, as a gun 
owner, I'm also keenly aware of how 
dangerous they can be, and that's why I 
was shocked to hear that Tennessee had 
recently enacted a law that would allow 
handgun permit holders to bring firearms 
into bars and other restaurants. 
Tennessee's guns-in-bars law, as 
originally enacted, was struck down as 
being unconstitutionally vague, but the 
Tennessee had recently 
enacted a law that 
would allow handgun 
permit holders to bring 
firearms into bars and 
other restaurants. 
ink had barely dried on the judge's signa­
ture when state legislators were already 
at work crafting a new bill to circumvent 
the holding. Now, "Tennessee" and 
"gun-control" are two words you probably 
wouldn't normally associate (the state is 
ranked #35 out of 50 by the Brady Cam­
paign in terms of the strength of its laws), 
but one has to question the logic of this 
law. As mentioned above, I own a gun, 
and I'm glad I have the right to do so, but 
the idea that I shouldn't bring my gun into 
a bar doesn't offend me or come as a big 
shocker. There are cer­
tain places that whatever 
reason one might con­
ceive for needing a gun 
simply cannot overcome 
the risks. Such places 
include courts (where 
they could be used to in­
timidate/kill witnesses, 
or by victims' families re-
taliating against their at­
tackers), schools (I think 
it's pretty obvious), and probably places 
where people get liquored up and act 
either (a) violently, or (b) stupidly. Think 
of every really drunk person you've ever 
seen who started a fight for no particular 
reason, or who thought it would be a good 
idea to do something that everyone else 
in the room knew was incredibly stupid 
and/or dangerous. Now put a gun in 
that person's hand: it's not going to end 
well. And what's the counterargument? 
Do bar patrons frequently get robbed in 
those establishments? 
The biggest kicker for me, however, 
is that a recent poll of Tennessee voters re­
vealed that 90% thought the guns-in-bars 
See Alcohol on Page 9 
The Constitution vx National 
Security 
BY HANNAH GEYER 
Opinion Columnist 
In the wee hours of Christmas 
morning (and I mean EARLY - Santa had 
not yet come to deliver me all the material 
possessions I desire, but do not need) a 
man attempted to detonate an explosive 
on a flight landing at the Detroit airport. 
Aside from my initial snarky reaction as a 
Detroit-area resident ("You mean there's 
something worth attacking in Detroit?"), 
I wondered how this would alter the dis­
course surrounding the use of torture and 
suspension of basic Constitutional rights 
during the Bush years. It is, of course, one 
thing to condemn these things during a 
time of apparent safety; it is another thing 
altogether to have the political and moral 
fortitude to do it immediately following 
another attack on U.S. soil. 
So I was not surprised to learn 
that Rudy Giuliani was upset that the 
Failed Terrorist, as we will now call him, 
was allowed to speak to a lawyer after he 
was detained. As Giuliani put it, "[h]e 
was talking until he went out and got 
him a lawyer. You want to talk to this guy 
for a month. You want to keep him for a 
month or two to get you the intelligence 
he is going to give you." This apparently 
means denying an individual arrested in 
the United States the opportunity to get 
legal counsel, in direct violation of the 
Constitution. What Giuliani is saying, 
essentially, is, "HEY GUYS! DID YOU 
KNOW THE CONSTITUTION IS JUST 
A BUNCH OF SUGGESTIONS?" 
It doesn't end there - a Rasmussen 
Reports telephone survey found that 58% 
of "U.S. voters" believe that waterboard-
ing and "other aggressive interrogation 
techniques" should be used on the Failed 
Terrorist to gather information. While 
I question the ability of any telephone 
poll to really tell me what U.S. voters are 
thinking, this is still a disappointing and 
frightening finding. 
Further, Jonah Goldberg, con­
servative columnist, favorably quoted 
a reader's comment that suggested that 
"enhanced interrogation techniques" used 
on detainees aren't really that big a deal 
after all, because "the average American 
college student" is also sleep deprived, 
and, though detainees will be "startled by 
SSe National on Page 3 
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Google Nexus: An iPhone Killer or a New 
Business Model? 
BY VADIM PARTIN 
Staff Writer 
Google Made a Phone! What hasn't 
Google done in the last few years? It seems 
like this company has penetrated all seg­
ments of our lives. We Google everything 
and we rely on Google for directions, 
news, and even communication. However, 
most of us who use a smartphone are 
undoubtedly wondering if the Google 
Nexus is the "iPhone killer" that some 
people tout it to be. 
To start, Google likes to make their 
entrances big, and the Google Nexus is 
no exception. Not being satisfied with the 
already hefty moniker of "smartphone," 
Google decided to name their newest 
creation a "Super Phone." This Super 
Phone sports a fast processor, a large 
bright screen, a trackball, and comes with 
features such as noise cancelling calls, 
voice to text, and GPS functionality. So 
far, it seems like it took what the iPhone 
has done and added a bit to it, so it doesn't 
really seem like an iPhone killer per se. 
However, the answer may not be all that 
simple. I think that the reason that Google 
is putting so much weight on the Nexus 
phone is not because they are vying to 
unseat Apple as the king of Smartphones, 
but in order to spread their own operating 
system, Android. 
Android is an open source platform, 
which is in stark contrast to Apple's soft­
ware, which has always been closed source 
and closely controlled. Android on the 
other hand allows any developer to tinker 
with it and improve on it, making it more 
democratic. Google is not charging any 
money for the Android, but is charging 
quite a bit for the Nexus phone, $ 179 for 
a two-year contract through T-Mobile, 
or a $529 unlocked model directly from 
Google. Why would Google give the op­
erating system out for free to cell phone 
makers, and sell a phone to consum­
ers if their 













p l a c e d  
search en-
contextual 
ing networks, affiliate websites, blogs, 
video sharing sites, and a slew of other 
web sites. These ads are no pocket change 
for Google, but are their main source of 
revenue. It is therefore not a surprise why 
Google spent $3.1 billion on DoubleClick, 
a company that provides Internet ad 
services. However, Google doesn't want 
to stop there. Many analysts predict that 
in the next decade the biggest growth in 
Internet will be from mobile users, and 
Google wants to be the top player in that 
realm as well. 
According to Andy Rubin, vice 
president of engineering for Android, 
Google's primary goal is advertising 
and they want to create a phone that 
will attract a lot of buzz to the Android 
operating system, and thus transfer their 
advertising model to a mobile platform. 
In a way, one can look at the Nexus phone 
as a $529 billboard that a user has agreed 
to look at on a daily basis. However, like 
I said before, Google's main goal is not 
really to sell phones, but to sell ads. Ac­
cording to Google, there are now more 
than 20 Android devices on 59 carriers 
in 48 countries in addition to the Nexus 
and more are on their way. By popular­
izing Android, Google will be able to 
control the mobile ad market. In order to 
accomplish that end, Google has recently 
acquired AdMob, a mobile advertising 
company for $750 million. 
So it seems that the Nexus is 
not an iPhone killer after all, but merely 
a delivery platform for ads in the future. 
However, it seems to be becoming Apple's 
rival. While Apple is known as a phone, 
music player, and computer software and 
hardware company, they have recently 
entered into tine advertisement business. 
See Google on Page P 
National from page 2. 
loud noises" and "have water splashed in 
their faces", "no harm will come to them." 
Described this way, these interrogation 
techniques seem like no big deal - espe­
cially not to us. No matter how long an 
average college student stays awake, we 
probably stay awake longer because of all 
the reading, research, and random legal 
extracurriculars we all participate in. But, 
my dear "average" law school students, 
have you ever stayed awake for 20 hours 
a day for 48 out of 54 consecutive days 
(that adds up to 960 hours, for those of 
you playing along at home)? Did you ever 
decide that the best way to stay awake 
to finish that pesky memo was to have 
someone play loud music continuously, 
force you to remain standing for hours, or 
physically wake you up if you did indeed 
fall asleep? No? Cause I haven't. I like my 
sleep. It's crucial to maintain physical and 
mental health. Even the Supreme Court 
thought it was important in Ashcraft v. 
Tennessee (1944) when they ruled that a 
confession was inadmissible because the 
suspect had been interrogated for 36 hours 
straight. And that water splashing? That 
would be waterboarding - the same tech­
nique that Eric Holder decried as torture 
in January 2009. 
The problem with encouraging sus­
pension of Constitutional rights and ap­
plication of torture methods to detainees 
extends further than just the obvious hu­
man rights implications. It is a stunningly 
short-sighted view of what it will take to 
keep Americans safe, and is, ultimately, 
a vicious cycle. Though the suspension 
of basic human rights may be (arguably) 
justified by the pressing need to prevent fu-
ture attacks on American soil, anUtYion^n 
See National) on Page/ 
Giles from page 1. Briscoe v. Virginia and the 
Confrontation Clause 
BY MATTHEW BOVA 
Opinion Columnist 
In June of 2009, the Supreme Court 
held in Melendez-Diaz v. Massachusetts 
that forensic lab reports are testimonial, 
and thus subject to the Confrontation 
Clause of the Sixth Amendment (Craw­
ford v. Washington (2004) held that the 
Confrontation Clause applies to all state­
ments that are testimonial in nature, i.e., 
statements made "under circumstances 
which would lead an objective witness 
reasonably to believe that the statement 
would be available for use at a later 
trial."). 
Justice Scalia, writing for the ma­
jority, also addressed Massachusetts' 
argument that the Confrontation Clause 
permits a state to refuse to call a forensic 
expert during its case if the state allowed 
the defendant to subpoena the forensic to 
testify during the defendant's case (some 
states support this system because it saves 
resources by not requiring the forensic 
to always appear at trial in when a lab 
report is entered). Rejecting this claim, 
Justice Scalia, a champion of Confronta­
tion Clause rights, noted, "Converting the 
prosecution's duty under the Confronta­
tion Clause into the defendant's privilege 
under state law or the Compulsory Pro­
cess Clause shifts the consequences of 
adverse-witness no-shows from the State 
to the accused. More fundamentally, the 
Confrontation Clause imposes a burden 
on the prosecution to present its witnesses, 
not on the defendant to bring those ad­
verse witnesses into court. Its value to 
the defendant is not replaced by a system 
in which the prosecution presents its 
evidence via ex parte affidavits and waits 
for the defendant to subpoena the affi­
ants if he chooses." Thus, it appeared 
that under Melendez, a state could not 
merely provide a defendant the right to 
subpoena a forensic. 
Responding to this part of Melen­
dez, University of Michigan Professor 
Richard Friedman wrote on his blog, "I 
confess I was a little sorry to see this part 
of the opinion; my petition in Briscoe v. 
Virginia, which has been held pending 
this decision, had raised this issue, and 
I would have loved to argue it. Instead, 
we get handed a victory without argu­
ment. Darn." 
Apparently Professor Friedman 
was wrong - th'e i ssue was not settled. 
The Supreme Court granted certiorari 
on the subpoena substitute issue four 
days after his blogpost, and he will be 
arguing the issue before the Supreme 
Court in Briscoe v. Virginia on Monday, 
January 11. 
The first issue that will dominate 
the arguments on Monday is whether 
Melendez, and particularly Scalia's 
statement cited above, is controlling. 
The Virginia Attorney General's office 
contends that it is not: "The point of 
See Briscoe on Page 5 
problem they came up with focuses on 
patent law in the field of alternate energy 
sources—specifically patenting processes 
to derive fuel additives from starchy foods. 
Competitors note that Fitzsimmons and 
Stafford wrote an excellent and challeng­
ing problem. One competitor, 3L Darrell 
Stark, said "the problem this year was 
well-written and has many intricacies that 
are sure to be good question points for the 
judges during oral argument." 2L Sam-
hitha Muralidhar echoed this sentiment 
and added that as a student taking patent 
law during the competition, "it was inter­
esting to see how the issues we touched 
on in class played out in the competition's 
fact pattern." 
This seems to be the consensus 
when asking competitors why they chose 
Giles Rich over other moot court or mock 
trial competitions. Students across the 
board relish invaluable experience putting 
the abstract intellectual property concepts 
they've learned in the classroom to practi­
cal use. Even those who haven't taken pat­
ent law, which was the focus of this year's 
competition, welcomed the opportunity 
to put an interest in intellectual property 
to action. 2L Elizabeth Edwards became 
interested in soft intellectual property 
while working for a senator before com­
ing to law school and plans to focus her 
studies there rather than on science-driven 
patent law. Still Edwards said, "Without 
ever taking Patent Law, this competition 
has been a bit challenging. [But] I'm a big 
fan of moot court generally, so I feel good 
about the competition. I think it's fun." 
(She did go on to add that she hopes she 
never has to say the words "tuber class 
solvents", a major part of the problem, 
again.) 
Beyond grappling with a new scien­
tific vocabulary, Edwards did lay out one 
critique: "It [felt] odd to write the briefs, 
then have about a month off before prep-
ping for oral argument." This difficulty 
is no doubt good experience for the real 
world however, and Edwards reports that 
the weekend went well and that the judges 
were very fair. 
The impressive teams moving on 
this year to the final round on January 
19th are Kevin McGrath (2L) and Daniel 
Tucker (2L) representing the appellant, 
versus Jordan Faux (3L) and Benjamin 
Roberts (3L) for the appellee. The final 
panel will be Judge Randall Rader (US 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit), 
Judge Edward Damich (US Court of 
Federal Claims), and Dean John Whealan 
(Intellectual Property Law Studies). An 
Awards Reception will follow in Faculty 
Conference Center. One of the teams will 
then represent GW Law at the regional 
round and no doubt prove why we are 
always on top of the intellectual property 
heap. 
Giles Rich Competition co-chairs Jason 
Fitzsimmons and Patrick Stafford. 
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CLARE CAVALIERO 
De Novo Days 
Resolve Not to Resolve 
I hate New Year's Resolutions. I 
have never been one to engage in the 
practice of swearing to do something 
on January 1 only to be disappointed by 
my lack of effort three weeks 
later. In fact, I make these 
crazy promises to myself all 
year long - why should I force 
myself to make (and inevitably 
break) another just because it's 
January? 
Specifically, after I com-
pleted my first semester of 
1L year, I told myself I would do about 
1,000 things differendy the next semester. 
I promised I would read and type up the 
barbri outlines at the beginning of the 
semester so that I would fully understand 
the "forest" of the course I was taking be­
fore I even heard about the "trees." This 
never happened. I swore that I would do 
work over winter break - yeah right. I 
did nothing for any course in which I was 
enrolled and almost completely forgot to 
purchase books. But, apparendy, I am not 
alone. As of this morning, when asked 
"Did you study over winter break?" 63% 
of people who voted on Westlaw said 
"Absolutely not!" 27% responded with, 
"Yes, a little." (Gunners.) And the 10% 
that said, "Yes, a lot," are just plain liars. 
Last, I promised myself and my non-law 
school friends who live in the greater DC 
area that 1 would go out more second se­
mester. This actually happened. Second 
semester is significantly easier than the 
first, so I was able to fulfill this promise to 
I make these 
crazy promises 
to myself all 
year long. 
myself and my friends. One out of three 
isn't bad, right? 
One of the most popular New Year's 
Resolutions is a pledge to lose weight. 
Many law students gain the obligatory 
holiday 5 while home on 
break, but the effects of this 
behavior may have more 
consequences than merely 
requiring the purchase of a 
new pair of spandex. A well-
known dating site, http:// 
beautifulpeople.com/, actu­
ally kicked off those of its 
members who gained an unacceptable 
amount of holiday weight. What did they 
consider to be an unacceptable amount? 
Who knows?! It appears as thought it 
was as little as 5 pounds for some, but 
more for others. Caution: Be careful of 
any unwanted holiday weight, it might 
prohibit you from meeting your soul mate 
in more ways than you realize. 
Another popular New Year's Reso­
lution is to go to the gym more. This 
is one of my least favorites because, as 
someone who regularly attends the gym, 
I am annoyed when there is an influx 
of "exercisers" the first few weeks of 
January. These resolution-ers rarely know 
what they are doing, are constantly in 
my way, and the females tend to prance 
around in too much make-up and too little 
clothing. Excuse me, work-out Barbie, 
you are at the gym. This is not a fashion 
See De Novo on Page 11 
ANIKA KE SWANI 
Night Court 
Greening GWU 
Green is the new black. Ever 
since A1 Gore went from boring to 
trendy, sustainability became the new­
est buzzword. In theory, this is good. 
In practice...well, let's just say it is 
often more marketing than 
substance. 
During the latter 
weeks of class this semes­
ter, just take a wander by 
the computer center or the 
Lexis/Westlaw printing 
center and you'll see right 
where "green" fits into life. 
The stacks of single-sided 
printed pages are astound­
ing and more than a little 
worrisome. 
In the official "Col­
lege Sustainability Report 
Card", GWU was graded 
a B overall for its sustainability efforts. 
Our esteemed university has a com­
prehensive website that outlines the 
detail of its environmentally respon­
sible efforts here: http://www.gwu. 
edu/explore/aboutgw/strategicinitia-
tives/sustainability. A large part of the 
poor grades are related to our lack of 
transparency regarding the university's 
endowment, but one look at the law 
school printing room is enough to know 
that there is more our department can 
do to contribute to these efforts. 
One look at 
the law school 
printing room 
is enough to 
know that there 
is more our 
department can 
do to contribute 
to these efforts. 
Coming from a company com­
mitted to going carbon-neutral, and 
actively running an "Earth Council" in 
pursuit of setting an environmentally re­
sponsible example, I have been coerced 
MBH to act "green" whenever 
possible. As such, the ex­
orbitant amount of paper 
usage at semesters' end is 
pretty glaring. 
So, GWU, what 
would it take to default 
all printing, law-school-
wide, to double-sided? And 
although it doesn't work 
for all printers, how hard 
could it be to use partial or 
fully-recycled paper when 
printing? Green benefits 
^m aside, the printing center 
will see a significant cost 
savings as well. Dare I suggest this go 
towards a free printing allowance for 
each student, every year? 
In a perfect world, these changes 
would be easy to make. In a large orga­
nization, it can take a year or more to 
start the process of 'switching' default 
print settings and paper purchase. All it 
takes is one person with the purchasing 
power to make the change. Wait, we all 
pay tons to go to school here so we can 
lobby for change - let's start now. 
INFORMED: 
Career Development 
B Y K R YSTLE C ADOGAN 
Staff Writer 
Question 1: How would you de­
scribe the current condition of the job 
market for graduating students, 2L's, 
and lL's? 
Response: As everyone knows, the 
large firm market is still in an economic 
recession, so that market is still suffer­
ing from a negative impact. However, 
the small-medium firm market, and the 
government market have been pretty 
steady. Public interest, public service, 
government, and small-mediums firms are 
stable, even though the large firm market 
remains unstable. The problem is that 
employers such as small/medium firms 
hire just a limited number of law students 
each year. Though there are indications 
that the large firm market is stabilizing, 
the challenges of deferred associates for 
students hired in 2009 and 2010 continues 
to persist. There are jobs out there, but if 
a student is just focused on the large firm, 
that will not work this year. 
Question 2: Do you anticipate the 
job market improving or deteriorating 
over the course of 2010? 
Response: There are signs that it is 
improving. However, the improvement is 
slow. The legal market is the last one to 
go into a recession, and it is also the last 
market to come out of a recession. 
Question 3: Do you have any sug­
gestions for students who are still look­
ing for jobs? Are there any particular 
strategies that students should utilize? 
Response: The job search strategies 
remain the same. What has been difficult 
is to convince students to expand the 
range of jobs that they are considering. 
If you are fixated on getting a job in the 
corporate sector, which in New York is 
dead right now, then it is nearly impossible 
to get a job. If you expand your job search 
to include tax, trusts and estates, and other 
stable practice areas then you will find a 
job. Continuing law students should focus 
on obtaining legal skills. Graduating law 
students should focus on opportunities 
that will keep their legal skills fresh. 
Question 4: Are there any particu­
lar sectors of the legal job market where 
employment opportunities are readily 
available? 
Response: There are two prongs 
to this response. First, employers in 
government, small-medium firms, and 
other stable sectors discussed above are 
hiring. Second, practice areas that are 
recession proof incltide tax, bankruptcy, 
litigation to a certain extent, wills, estates 
and trusts, labor and employment, health 
law, government contracts, and family law. 
These are the hot practice areas. 
Question 5: What resources in the 
Career Development Office would you 
recommend students to take advantage 
of during their job search? 
Response: One-on-one counsel­
ing, development of a job search strat­
egy, getting relevant information, and 
accessing online information through 
webinars are all resources that students 
should utilize. Besides these things, 
all of the counselors in the Career 
Development Office are former prac­
ticing attorneys so 
we know what the 
job search is like 
and what employ­
ers look for. Since 
every student's job 
search is unique, 
students should 
come to the Ca­
reer Development 
Office to get the 
names of alums 
and other contacts 
in the legal sector 
that students can 
talk to personally. 
Networking is the 
route to a job this 
year, and students 
should take ad­
vantage of mock 
interviews as well. 
The Career Development Of­
fice will be holding a mock interview 
program for lLs on January 22 with 
practitioners doing the interviews and 
providing feedback. The CDO is also 
developing a program where a law 
firm Recruitment Director will be in 
the office one afternoon a week to do 
resume reviews for students and talk to 
them about what employers look for in 
a candidate and how they can market 
their skills. If students take advantage 
of these and other resources provided 
by the Career Development Office, then 
the chances of a student getting a job 
will increase. Short webinars are an­
other great resource that students who 
are short on time should utilize. Also, 
students should pay attention to the 
Noteworthy because job opportunities 
are regularly posted in the e-newsletter 
- at the very least 
students should 
read it before de­
leting it. 
Question 6: 
Do you think that 
the ranking of 
GW Law released 
during Spring 
2009 is affecting 
the competitive­




I have talked to 
managing and hir­
ing partners about 
this issue. Half 
of them did not 
even know that the 
ranking went down. So, I absolutely 
do not think so. Compared to our peer 
schools, the percentage of employers 
that remained with GW Law from the 
last recruiting season into this recruit­
ing season is a little bit higher. Among 
older attorneys, there is an awareness 
that schools move up and down in the 
rankings all of the time. Not one person 
involved in hiring GW Law students 
voiced disapproval to me regarding GW 
Law's decrease in ranking. This year, 
GW Law's stats are looking up. 
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Dear "World of 
Warcraft Guy"... 
BY JILLIAN MEEK 
Staff Writer 
All right. It's a new year, a new 
semester, and (potentially) a new decade. 
In honor of this era of new beginnings, I 
think that it is time to blow the lid off of 
one of the biggest misconceptions pervad­
ing my classes. Some of you might not be 
willing to accept this blinding, terrifying 
truth. Still, I feel like I need to rip off the 
Band-aid so that the healing can begin. 
Prepare yourselves. 
I can see your laptop screen in class. 
So can everyone else. 
Now, I'm willing to acknowledge 
that laptops are "really, really helpful." 
They allow students to take notes, as 
well as adding pleasant percussive typing 
sounds as an aural backdrop to lectures. 
No more ink-stained hands or lefties dying 
earlier. It's a good thing. 
But, let's be honest. How many 
laptop note-takers manage to use their 
laptops solely for classroom purposes? 
Assuming the GW wireless Internet can 
keep its life together for an entire class pe­
riod, the temptation level to mess around 
online is similar to that of a diabetic five 
year old in a candy store. You know you 
shouldn't. You really, really shouldn't. 
But the GChat is just soooo delicious. 
I'm not here to preach the virtues of 
focusing in class. There are days where I 
have a goldfish-level attention span and I 
Briscoe from page 3 
that section of the [Melendez] opinion, 
of course, was to make clear that a defen­
dant's 'ability to subpoena the analyst' un­
der the Compulsory Process Clause 'is no 
substitute for the right of confrontation.' 
Therefore, the prosecution had to 'present' 
or produce" its witnesses' to provide the 
defendant with an opportunity to cross-
examine them, rather than falling back 
on the defendant's right to compulsory 
process. Melendez-Diaz did not purport 
to hold that permitting a defendant to 
cross-examine a witness before the pros­
ecution examined the witness necessarily 
violated the Confrontation Clause." 
The problem with this argument is 
that it ignores Scalia's language in Melen­
dez. Yes, Scalia did hold that the subpoe­
na replacement was insufficient because 
the forensic might not appear to testify for 
the defendant. However, Scalia also held 
more generally that the Confrontation 
Clause does not tolerate the introduction 
of affidavits instead of human beings 
("More fundamentally, the Confrontation 
Clause imposes a burden on the prosecu­
tion to present its witnesses, not on the 
defendant to bring those adverse witnesses 
into court. Its value to the defendant is not 
replaced by a system in which the pros­
ecution presents its evidence via ex parte 
affidavits and waits for the defendant to 
subpoena the affiants if he chooses.") In 
the end, it appears that the Court will not 
be persuaded by Virginia's effort to dodge 
Melendez's explicit language. 
Putting precedent aside, the Su­
preme Court will also likely consider the 
interesting question of whether there is a 
meaningful and constitutional difference 
between grilling a forensic on cross-ex-
aminination and questioning a forensic 
as an adverse witness in the defendant's 
am indulging in StumbleUpon's ability 
to show me endless websites devoted 
to bacon. But, seriously. Some people 
out-there are abusing the privilege of 
academic inattentiveness conferred 
by technology. In the interests of 
community harmony (which you all 
know I hold in the 
highest esteem), 
I have come up 
with three basic 
guidelines. 
1) Try to 
limit yourself to 
activities not in­
volving anima­




amazing. We all 
know this. And there are endless 
entertaining videos of baby animals, 
skateboarding failures, and newscaster 
gaffes. But when I sit two rows behind 
you, and you watch the video of the 
baby dancing to Beyonce six times in 
a row, I become so concerned for your 
mental well-being that I cannot pay at­
tention. Especially given the fact that 
the sound is off. Von're just -watching a 
baby bouncing up and down. Is lecture 
case. Leading authorities clearly state 
that Virginia's system is insufficient 
(Professor Friedman's reply brief cites 
Wigmore on Evidence which states "the 
opponent is entitled to this immediate 
sequence, in order to expose without 
delay the weak points of the testimony 
against him") and Professor Friedman's 
original brief lists multiple tactical rea­
sons why a defendant should have the 
right to cross during the prosecution's 
case. These include, inter alia, the fact 
that immediate cross-examination is 
more effective than the defendant's 
impeachment of an adverse witness; 
there is a large time gap between the 
state's introduction of damaging evi­
dence and the defendant's challenge of 
that evidence; and the defendant will 
not have the benefit of hearing the 
witness' testimony before questioning 
the witness. 
Ultimately, however, Professor 
Friedman will likely prevail because, 
as he aggressively presses in his papers, 
a subpoena substitute rule will trans­
form the government's case into "a 
presentation of affidavits." And there 
is no limit to the extension of this new 
system. What is to prevent all prosecu­
tors throughout the nation from simply 
introducing affidavits for all statements? 
A witness tells a cop in the police station 
that he saw the defendant at the 7-11 at 
6 p.m., just introduce the affidavit, and 
the state has a prima facie case. 
The result of this transformation 
will be that the government can satisfy 
its burden, and threaten a person with 
incarceration, without even bringing a 
living person into court. This throws 
the burden of proof principle into 
disarray. If the government aims to 
incarcerate; it should be required to 
present, in its own case, a live witness 
really that bad? 
2) Please keep personal business off 
your laptop screen. 
Really? You want to WebMD that 
during class? In front of 100 other people? 
Is it really that pressing? Kind of an over-
share. Also, it creeps me out enough that 
Craigslist Casual Encounters exists in the 
first place. I really do not want to put a 
name to a...face. 
3) If you can't go 55 minutes with­
out accessing a site, it may be time to 
acknowledge you have a problem. 
And World of Warcraft guy, .I'm 
not even directing this entirely at you. I 
understand that the urge to indulge in a 
midday raid on the dwarves overpowers 
you. Plus, that sword looks huge on your 
15-inch screen. I'm surprised that your 
muscle-y Viking ava­
tar can even lift it, 
so I won't mess with 
you. So let's talk 
Facebook. Can I just 
postulate that no one 
will miss your status 
updates informing 
us that you've safely 
transitioned from 
Contracts to Prop­
erty? The obvious 
hazards of a flight 
of stairs aside, how 
many people on your friend list even know 
you're in law school? Or that you survived 
that night in Cancun? Just say no. -
I think we've all learned something 
today. Namely, that I have no attention 
span, and spend an inordinate amount of 
time being distracted by what other people 
are doing on the interwebs. But please, 
for my sake and for the sake of others like 
me, please save tVve vxrvderwear shopping 
for the privacy of the hard lounge. 
who is willing to testify before a jury, a 
judge, and the public. If the government 
fails to do so, a person should not have to 
lift a finger in his defense. 
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BY HEATHER BENTON 
Staff Writer 
Tolerance. It's a word we often 
equate with race, gender, religion or 
sexual orientation. We often forget that 
tolerance should also be synonymous 
with personality variations. GW has 
one of the largest student bodies in the 
country comprised of students not only 
from different countries and cultural 
backgrounds, but students who also rep­
resent diverse interests and personalities. 
There are type As, resume "whores", 
" musicians, thespians, political activists, 
military men and women and probably 
even a few surfer dudes. But in such a 
widely diverse student body do we find 
ourselves embracing the diversity or are 
we so wrapped up in law school life that 
we shut out those who don't conform 
to our expectations? 
As law students, it is easy to get in 
over our heads and stressed out. There's 
always something that we can be doing, 
something that we should be focusing 
on and in the midst of our stress we may 
find that the people who act differently 
from us or don't meet our expectations 
are the ones we write off because we just 
\ Aorv't get t\vexrv. NNe spexvdL a. Vot cA time 
I in class learning about how discrimina­
tion is wrong or that the immigration 
laws should change or that gay mar­
riage should be allowed. We fight for 
the "big" issues and fancy ourselves to 
be the great advocates. But in fighting 
the big fight we often forget about the 
daily issues that impact our lives. Par­
ticularly, our fellow classmates. 
While commenting on social 
awareness a friend arid fellow law 
student mentioned that "law students 
are so wrapped up in their books that 
they don't see what's going on around 
them." We get stuck in our groups, with 
like-minded individuals; those that don't 
necessarily challenge us to improve on 
ourselves or push the boundaries of 
our beliefs. But there is something to 
be said for social awareness. By being 
socially aware you can see what is re­
ally going on around you and find out 
what some of the other 1400 students 
at GW are about. Each one of our 
classmates has something unique about 
him or her that can add to who we are 
or how we view the world. We should 
be cautious about viewing someone 
different as two dimensional or letting 
first impressions or misguided beliefs 
control who we interact with because 
in fact that person may be much more 
interesting than you originally perceive. 
That gunner in your 1L section may 
actually have been a classically trained 
pianist or world traveler, or the person 
who you find to be mildly outrageous 
and a bit of a ham might just "get it" 
when nobody else does. 
Not every classmate will be your 
best friend but, it has been my experi­
ence that being more tolerant and open 
to the differences in our classmates can 
bring great people into your life and 
experiences that you didn't think you 
See Tolerant on Page 11 
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GW Law Students Volunteer 
in New Orleans 
BY LAUREN SCHMIDT 
Staff Writer 
I felt the experience 
was very rewarding 
and educational for 
me personally, and I 
only wish that I had 
participated in this trip 
in previous years. 
Rather than lazing about like the 
rest of us during our all-too-short win­
ter break, twenty-six GW Law students 
travelled to New Orleans 
where they generously 
volunteered their time 




worked in New Orleans 
between Christmas and 
New Year's Day, making 
this is the fourth year that 
GW Law has partici- m 
pated in the program. 
According to Student Hurricane 
Network President Chris Yook, half the 
volunteers did pro bono work with the 
Louisiana Bar Foundation. There, Yook 
said, students "worked on various legal 
research projects, some of which involved 
domestic violence issues, family law is­
sues, and Medicare enforcement issues." 
Meanwhile, other students did 
physical volunteer work in the Holy Cross 
neighborhood of New Orleans' Lower 
Ninth Ward, a neighborhood adjacent to 
the Mississippi River which Yook says was 
hit particularly hard by Hurricane Katrina 
and "where flood waters once reached 
the second story of most residences." 
VoVunteers m tVvese areas Yve\pe& to clean. , , 
a damaged lot and removed debris from also chose to do physical labor. "It was 
a home that had been damaged by fire 
during the post-Katrina rebuilding. 
Elaine Cedrone, a second-year 
student, chose to do 
physical volunteer 
work in the Lower 
Ninth Ward. "I had 
never done any type of 
service trip like that be­
fore, so I was honestly 
concerned about how 
helpful I could be," she 
said. "But there was 
work for people of all 
skill levels at each of 
the job sites." 
Unfortunately, Cedrone saw that 
there is still much work to be done. "I 
was amazed at the extent of the devasta­
tion still remaining almost five 
years after Katrina, but at 
the same time so impressed 
by the courage and resil­
ience of the people living 
in that neighborhood, who 
have such a strong commit­
ment to their community," 
she said. Cedrone intends 
to return to New Orleans 
with the Student Hurricane 
Network next year. 
Kaitlin Donley, a 3L and Treasur­
er for the Student Hurricane "Network 
such a privilege to be able to share in 
one week of the effort to rebuild New 
Orleans. The residents of the Holy 
Cross neighborhood opened their lives 
and their homes to us each day, sharing 
their stories as we worked side-by-side 
to rebuild their community. The effort 
to rebuild New Orleans is ongoing, 
and every pair of hands can help. We 
enjoyed the opportunity to pitch in 
- t o paint, remove debris, build stairs, 
and ready houses for the next phase of 
rebuilding." 
Those students who worked with 
the Louisiana Bar Foundation also en­
joyed their experience. Andrea Pons, a 
3L, worked on Medicaid and Medicare 
legal research for an advocacy group. 
"The trip definitely opened my eyes to 
public interest work, and I 
highly recommend the 
trip for all law students," 
Pons said. "I felt the 
experience was very re­
warding and educational 
for me personally, and 
I only wish that I had 
participated in this trip 
in previous years." 
The Student Hur­
ricane Network thanks 
the GW Law School Deans and the 
SBA for its generosity in helping to 
fund the trip. 
SBA from page 2. 
hard during the competition, but when 
it's done, take a few days off and take 
your mind off law school. You'll come 
back feeling refreshed and ready to hit 
the final stretch. 
Later in March we'll have our 
annual Barristers Ball here in Washing­
ton, DC. This event is always a crowd 
pleaser as law students get to have their 
own prom and can dress up in fancy 
clothes and act sophisticated. More 
details on the date and location of this 
can't-miss event are coming in the next 
few weeks. As March comes to a close, 
take the time and one of DC's most 
unique experiences when the Cherry 
Blossoms bloom. Run the Cherry 
Blossom 10-Miler, go see the parade, or 
have a picnic at the Tidal Basin under 
the Cherry Blossoms. 
As the calendar turns to April, 
we'll have the SBA Law Games for stu­
dents to take a break from their studies. 
This three-day event includes Deans 
Jeans Day where we'll have games on 
the Quad and faculty serving lunch as 
well as a competition among the classes 
for the Friedenthal Cup! Unfortunately, 
April also means Finals time and the 
last two weeks of the month will be 
spent with study guides and outlines. 
But as the calendar turns to May 1, we 
say goodbye to the Spring Semester and 
hello to the start of our summers. 
For those graduating students 
we've got two whole weeks to kill before 
our friends and families come to DC to 
watch us all pick up that hard-earned di­
ploma. So what the heck are you going 
to do during these two weeks? You can 
jump in the car and go on a road trip, 
See SBA on Page 1 
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What It's Like: 
Being an International Law Student 
Law school is hard. This is no se­
cret. What people may not appreciate is 
how challenging law school may be for 
a certain group that gives our law school 
its celebrated diverse and worldly nature 
- namely, our international students. In 
examining the international law student 
experience at GW Law, it's important to 
note that, while there are many issues that 
international students have in common, 
there is no "one experience" that defines 
a student any more than that one student 
defines their country of origin. Their 
insights as practitioners from outside the 
American system of law and government 
is intriguing, deep, and quite frankly enter­
taining - insights that we tried to capture 
in this article. 
International students are more 
prevalent at GW Law than other law 
schools. For example, according to 
Georgetown University Law Center's 
admissions website, the incoming class 
of 2009 was 590 students, with 8% desig­
nated as international students - roughly 
47 people. George Mason University Law 
School does not release information about 
students' domicile, though the school's 
ABA profile notes that 14 students self-
reported as having a foreign nationality. 
In contrast, GW Law welcomed 
J.D. candidates from seven foreign coun­
tries and a great deal more through the 
International Graduate Programs Office. 
The school received a total of 567 applica­
tions from 89 countries for LL.M or S. J.D 
studies. The entering class has 110 LL.M 
candidates and one S. J.D. candidate from 
non-U. S. law schools. These students hail 
from 48 countries 
with the greatest 
number being from 
China, India, Ja­
pan, Korea, Brazil, 
and Taiwan. Addi­
tionally, in" the fall 
of 2008, four inter­
national exchange 
students enrolled at 
GW Law to study 
as part of the GW-
Augsburg exchange 
program or the ex­
change program 
through the North 
American Consor­
tium on Legal Education. International 
students are required to take a course 
called Fundamentals of U.S. Law, a sur­
vey course on the U.S. legal system. 
International students at GW rep­
resent a wide range of careers - judges, 
prosecutors, corporate counsel, attorneys, 
students, human rights activists, and gov­
ernment officials. In fact, international 
law students are difficult to characterize as 
a whole, as noted by Susan Karamanian, 
the Dean for International and Compara­
tive Legal Studies. 
"Generalizing is difficult as our 
international LL.M. students are diverse 
although they share the fact that they 
are already trained as lawyers in their 
respective home tountries. Some of our 
students obtained their first degree in law 
from a school in an English-speaking 
country. Some have lived in the United 
States before or have traveled extensively 
here. Yet we have others who are in the 
States for the first time and had previously 
BV KATIE EARNEST 
Editor-in-Chief 
studied law in a civil system, and usually 
in a foreign language." 
As far as recruiting international 
students goes, Dean Karamanian says that 
the school actually does not spend a lot of 
time or energy at recruiting fairs or other 
events, opting to host 
conferences and alumni 
events abroad in order to 
raise GW Law's interna­
tional profile. "Our fac­
ulty members go abroad 
quite often to speak at 
conferences, argue cases, 
or teach, and they are 
regularly spreading the 
news around the world 
through this and their 
scholarship about our 
programs." 
She goes on to say, 
"For example, each year 
we usually will have at 
least one event in In­
dia, United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Bra-
zil, Japan, Korea, Tai­
wan, and China. These events, while not 
directly aimed at recruiting, get out the 
word. A number of our students come to 
us through referrals from faculty abroad 
or our alumni who know that their stu­
dents and colleagues will have a first-rate 
experience at GW Law. This year I have 
scheduled trips to India, Brazil, UK, and 
Germany, and there inevitably will be a 
few Asian trips and at least one trip to the 
Middle East." 
The main challenge that many 
international stu­
dents face is the 
Reading in English 
just take much 
more time than in 
my mother tongue, 
understanding the 
professor can be 
sometimes tricky and 
I took quite a long 
time to overcome my 
embarrassment to 
speak with an accent 
in class. 
language barrier. 
Valerie Dupont, an 
LL.M student from 
Belgium knows this 
first hand. She came 
to GW Law in or­
der to study in the 
environmental law 
program, which was 
exactly what she was 





study in English is one of the first chal­
lenge I faced," she says. "Reading in Eng­
lish just take much 
more time than in 
my mother tongue, 
understanding the 
professor can be 
sometimes tricky 
and I took quite a 
long time to over­
come my embar­
rassment to speak 
with an accent in 
class." 
Once stu­
dents face the challenges associated with 
learning in another language, they some­
times encounter difficulties with the sub­
stance of their studies. Dean Karamanian 
explains: "For many students, particularly 
those in the latter category, getting a grasp 
on the case method and the application of 
legal principles to new facts poses interest­
ing challenges. Legal education in some 
Generalizing is difficult 
as our international 
LL.M. students are diverse 
although they share the fact 
that they are already trained 
as lawyers in their respective 
home countries. 
civil systems can be quite theoretical so 
the intensive focus on facts, and the analy­
sis of the law by using subtle changes in 
facts through hypothetical scenarios, can 
be a bit unsettling. But after a month it 
seems the students adjust and this is not 
surprising, of course, as 
they have already gone 
through rigorous legal 
education back home." 
Alexander Tadi 
on, an LL.M student 
from Geneva, Switzer­
land, says that the big­
gest challenge for him 
was getting used to the 
rhythm of law school. 
Tadion studied in Aix 
en Provence and Tuebin-
gen, and had never faced 
a curved grading system 
before coming to GW 
Law. "I had never had 
to study that consistently 
for every single class in 
my last 5 years of uni­
versity. Law School in 
France and Germany is really different. 
Professors don't ask questions during class 
and students never have to prepare or read 
anything before the lectures." 
He also says that the substance of 
class is difficult because this is his First 
time studying in a common law system. 
"Having a mandatory class in American 
Law has helped a lot but at the beginning 
of the semester it was really hard for me 
to understand everything that was said 
in other classes as I didn't fully know the 
basic elements of the American system. 
It's really hard to follow a National Se­
curity and Foreign Policy class when you 
don't know the powers of Congress or the 
President for example." 
Dupont agreed, saying that the 
biggest challenge for her was not reading 
or speaking English but rather learning 
while using the American case method 
of study. "I was really not used to read 
so many cases and to try to understand 
what the law from it. In a civil system, we 
learn the law out of statutes and then we 
read some cases to see how it is applied 
in practice." 
She also says that she had to get used 
to an entirely different style of teaching. 
"I've never been used to get ready for 
classes and participate. What I felt my 
situation was distinct 
from American stu­
dent is that I don't 
have the same back­
ground in American 
law than they do. 
Sometimes things 
that are supposed to 
be acquired or com­
mon sense, are not 
especially for me." 
• Dean Karama­
nian teaches Fun­
damentals of U.S. Law and sees the dif­
ferences between U.S. and international 
students in action while in the classroom. 
"Class discussions are the liveliest when 
we cover race and gender discrimination 
and freedom of speech. Flag burning, in 
particular, always generates a strong reac-
Sec Like on Page 10 
SB A from page 6. 
fly across the pond and spend 7 days in 
Europe, or just spend some leisurely time 
in DC finally seeing all the Smithsonian 
Museums and getting up to the Zoo to see 
the pandas. Whatever you choose to do, 
make sure you're back in DC for the week 
befdre graduation, affectionately dubbed 
Senior Week. The SBA will have a lot 
of events planned that week including a 
Nationals game, a party bus, some happy 
hours, a day of outdoor activities and a 
lot of other fun things. All this leads up 
to our actual graduation on Sunday May 
16th and the realization that we've as now 
lawyers and we can now use Esquire at 
the end of our name, and we must now 
move on. 
But this isn't all you have to look 
forward to this semester. The SBA is 
working hard to bring more events and 
opportunities to meet your classmates 
and enjoy your time here at GW Law. 
So keep scanning the fliers as you walk to 
and from class, keep an eye on the SBA 
Website, and as always, keep reading those 
informative and engaging emails I send 
out. The SBA is here and happy to help 
whether you have a concern or a question 
and can be reached at sba@law.gwu.edu. 
I will have my office hours again this year 
on Mondays from 12-2 in the SBA Office 
at 2008 G Street so feel free to stop by any 
time. Good luck this semester and I'm 
looking forward to a great start to 2010! 
National from page 3. 
torture may elict a "confession" from a 
suspect, tbe confession sbouidbe viewed 
with extreme skepticism, as the case of 
/ Fouad al-Rabiah demonstrates. 
Recently, Judge Colleen Kollar-Ko-
telly of the D.C. District Court ordered 
the release of al-Rabiah, a prisoner held 
at Guantanamo. The ruling, which can be 
found online, contains a chilling account 
of the U.S. government's efforts to extract 
a confession from a man who, accord­
ing to the court and, to some extent the 
interrogators themselves, was totally in­
nocent. The interrogators used "enhanced 
interrogation techniques", including sleep 
deprivation, until al-Rabiah produced a 
confession that not even the interrogators 
believed. In fact, shortly after al-Rabiah's 
arrival at Guantanamo, an interrogator 
told him, "There is nothing against you. 
But there is no innocent person here. So, 
you should confess to something so you 
can be charged and sentenced and serve 
your sentence and then go back to your 
family and country, because you will not 
leave this place innocent." And then, un­
believably, the U.S. government chose to 
prosecute al-Rabiah based on confessions 
that they themselves believed to be false. 
It's pretty undeniable that all the time 
spent with al-Rabiah could have been bet­
ter spent finding out about actual threats 
to the United States. 
It's fortunate that in that case there 
was so much evidence to prove al-Rabiah's 
innocence. But if someone questions the 
use of torture as a tactic of interrogation, 
one can simply point to all the instances 
where it did generate a confession as jus­
tification for its use - and if the record is 
scant, there will be no way to prove that 
the confession was a lie. So was the Failed 
Terrorist a terrorist? Undoubtedly. Should 
he be tried, convicted, and punished to the 
fullest extent of the law? Of course. But 
should we sacrifice our Constitution, our 
morals, and our commitment to human 
rights and civil liberties on the altar of 
"national security"? Uh, no. We probably 
shouldn't do that. Ever. 
Page 8 Nota Bene 
ADVERTISEMENT 
January 13, 2010 
OutlineDepot.com 
36,091 law school 
outlines 
456 outlines 
at GW Law 
Page 9 Nota Bene January 13, 2010 
FEATURES 
TERRY SCH OONE-JONGEN 
Reversible Errors 
Riding the Rails 
Beats the Pants off of Flying 
By a trick of fate it turned out that 
it was somewhat cheaper for me to utilize 
Amtrak for my holiday travel plans. And 
so it came to pass that, over the span of 
two weeks, I traveled by train from D.C. 
to Grand Rapids, Michigan (via Chicago), 
from Grand Rapids to New Orleans (again 
via Chicago), and from New Orleans back 
to D.C. I personally was excited about 
these arrangements, although I couldn't 
say why, exactly. True, it happened to 
be less expensive, but 
beyond that, my best 
guess for my enthusiasm 
was that, when I was 3, 
my family took the train 
from Minnesota to New 
Jersey, and so there was 
some sort of relating-
back-to-a-formative-ex-
perience-thing going on. 
But then again, my main memory of that 
trip was that a bum gave me a tennis ball 
in Chicago's Union Station. 
In any event, I am happy to report 
to you that my enthusiasm was more than 
borne out by the actual experience, and I 
will now strongly consider taking the train 
even if it is more expensive than flying. I 
acknowledge that the train suffers from 
the drawback of being slow, compared to 
air travel, but I submit that the following 
factors go some way to outweighing that 
downside. Consider: 
1. Departures. Okay, Amtrak has a 
reputation for running late. And, indeed, 
my D.C.-to-Chicago train was delayed by 
about 8 hours. However, this was due to 
the largest blizzard to hit the District in liv­
ing memory. You remember that one—it 
led to all sorts of slipping and falling as 
you left Brass Monkey after the end of 
the semester party. Anyway, despite all 
that snow and the lengthy delay, THE 
TRAIN STILL LEFT. As many of you 
are aware, there weren't any planes leaving 
Facilities from page 1. 
sinks work properly. 
Another idea that Deric may es­
pouse for a practical class gift would be 
to fix the chairs and/or booths in the hard 
and soft lounges. As many students have 
discovered, unlike most booths, when 
you crash down in one of the hard lounge-
variety, it hurts. Not only is the cushion 
several inches thin, many of them have 
begun falling off leaving nothing but the 
hard bench below. In addition, many of 
the chairs in the soft lounge are in need 
of repair to stop them from making noise 
every time someone sits in them or shifts 
their weight. According to Julia, the 
chair squeaking is what really gets me, 
every time I have to play musical chairs to 
find an acceptable one to sit on! 
While none of these problems 
are serious, they certainly give law stu­
dents something to talk, and complain, 
about. Further, with the cost of a GW 
education so high, many believe that 
they should not have to deal with them 
everyday. If students would'like to com­
plain formally about these or any other 
maintenance problems, they can do so by 
contacting the SBA. 
I will now strongly 
consider taking the 
train even if it is 
more expensive than 
flying. 
any airports in the region that fateful 
Saturday. Amtrak 1, airlines 0. 
2. Transparency. So, there was 
that 8 hour delay in leaving for Chi­
cago that I mentioned. Such things 
are always frustrating, but the Amtrak 
people did a good job of indicating what 
was going on, even if the answer was 
"we're waiting for equipment to arrive 
before your train can leave. We have 
no idea when that equipment will ar-
rive or when your train 
will leave." That may 
not be the most helpful 
answer, but it's more 
than what the airlines 
will tell you. On the 
train itself, the conduc­
tors similarly were up 
front about having no 
idea whether our con­
necting trains would be held for us. At 
least they were honest. 
3. Communications. When your 
plane gets put in a holding pattern, can 
you call your parents to tell them your 
arrival time is changing? Can you call 
them to offer your opinion of the airline 
food? Can you call them just west of 
Cleveland to describe how picturesque 
Lake Erie looks in snow? No, you can­
not. Guess-what you can do from the 
train (unless you happen to be passing 
through the remotest areas of Alabama 
and/or Georgia)? 
4. The Dining Car. Oh yeah, I 
went there. Twice. The first time was 
for breakfast somewhere between Mem­
phis and New Orleans; I had the Chef's 
Good Morning Special ($8), a vegetar­
ian quiche that came with orange juice 
and roasted potatoes, plus a side of pork 
sausage ($1.50). The second time was 
for dinner just to the west of Atlanta. I 
selected the Chef's Marketplace Dinner 
Special ($16.75), which on that night 
was crawfish etouffe, accompanied by 
a side salad and a warm dinner roll. 
Although these meals were served on 
paper plates (sturdy paper plates, at 
that), both were actually quite tasty. My 
dining companions near Atlanta com­
mented that the Garlic Butter Flat Iron 
Steak ($22.50) was pretty solid, too. My 
only complaint was that the quiche was 
so hot I burned all of the skin off of the 
left half of the roof of my mouth and 
spent the next week in constant pain. 
But that was mostly my own fault for 
not blowing on it first. 
5. The Observation Car. This 
was the best part of taking the train. 
Every train has some sort of lounge 
area where you can just hang out. 
Usually there's a snack counter nearby 
with snacks, including inexpensive 
booze. You might choose to do a little 
pleasure reading while sipping a glass 
of wine or you might play some D&D 
on your PC (urn...), but more likely 
than not you'll end up talking about 
immigration reform with a guy named 
Rob who belongs to a motorcycle gang 
for veterans. Or you'll talk about Louis 
L'Amour's literary corpus with two 
Mennonites who were doing flood 
cleanup in Georgia. Or you'll talk about 
Lil' Wayne's investment portfolio with 
an aspiring naval psychologist and hip-
hop producer from Detroit. At some 
point during one of these conversations, 
you'll reflect on the fact this sort of 
thing rarely happens where other modes 
of cross-country travel are involved. 
Which, if you think about it, is too bad, 
because if you're going to be confined 
in a small space with two hundred other 
people for several hours, you might as 
well have a drink with some of them. 
Doing so makes the traveling part of the 
vacation, rather than the thing you have 
to do to get to the vacation. 
Out of four possible sweet clas­
sic train names, traveling on Amtrak 
gets four (specifically Capitol Lim­
ited, Pere Marquette, City of New Or­
leans, and Crescent). 
Google from page 3. 
Apple announced, on the same day that 
the Nexus came out, that they were 
acquiring Quattro Wireless, a mobile ad­
vertising company for $275 million. If this 
doesn't seem like a direct atack at Google, 
I don't know what is. It's hard to tell where 
Apple and Google will be competing in 
the future, but Apple has recently applied 
for a number of advertisement related 
patents, and one can guess that coupled 
with their acquisition of Quattro, it has 
something to do with advertising and cell 
phones. 
There is, however, one business that 
Apple has been in for some time, and that 
is the Apple Store. It is very possible that 
Google will be jumping on the Apple 
Store model as well with the numerous 
Android based Apps because that model 
could place even more advertisement 
in front of people, and thus bring more 
money for Google. They will be essen­
tially making money for services and 
applications that other people make, by 
delivering advertisements through them, a 
business model that Google has perfected 
over the last few years. 
It seems therefore that Nexus is 
not an iPhone killer, but merely a stepping 
stone for Google to enter the mobile web 
advertisement market. Google likes to 
think big and plan ahead. A lot of people 
were dumfounded when Google bought 
YouTube in 2006 for $1.5 billion, but I 
doubt anyone now thinks that was a bad 
decision. In 2008 alone, YouTube made 
over half a billion dollars in revenue. By 
the same token, the Nexus could become 
a vehicle for Google to deliver ads to 
mobile users, and in the process, rake in 
extra billions of dollars in advertisement 
I revenue. 
Alcohol from page 2. 
law is a bad idea, and 39% felt less safe 
after the law (before struck down) took 
effect. It's no secret that gun rights advo­
cates are generally very conservative, and 
yet while conservatives are almost univer­
sally decrying the Health Care bill in Con­
gress (and rightly so) as anti-Democratic 
for how it is being despotically forced into 
passage despite its rampant unpopularity, 
conservative Tennessee state assembly­
men are putting together an unpopular bill 
of their own (to be fair, many Democrats 
in the Tennessee legislature support the 
bill as well). In both cases, it stands as a 
poignant reminder that, Left or Right, no 
matter the issue, politicians are keen on 
forgetting that they are representatives of 
the voters, and neither special interests nor 
their own unpopular ideals. 
Program from page 1. 
increasingly attracts attention from 
around ihe world," he said. "It benefits 
the entire Law School community by 
enhancing the academic reputation of 
the Law School and by attracting first-
rate students, scholars, and practitioners 
to its many functions." 
According to the program's web­
site, the Government Procurement 
Law Program was founded in 1960 by 
George Washington Law professors 
Ralph Nash and John Cibinic. While 
Professor Cibinic passed away in August 
2005, Professor Nash still works with 
the program. Professor Yukins called 
Nash "an important source of support 
and inspiration" for the program. 
Currently, the program functions 
as both a Masters of Law program and 
as an academic focus area for J.D. stu­
dents. Along with Professors Schooner 
and Yukins, the program is co-directed 
by Professor Joshua Schwartz and also 
employs two full-time professors, as 
well as adjuncts and visiting scholars. 
The program sponsors the Public Con­
tract Law Journal and the McKenna 
Long & Aldridge "Gilbert A. Cuneo" 
Government Contracts Moot Court 
Competition. This year, the competition 
will be held in March. 
Professor Schooner described 
the program's mission as "constantly 
evolving" but said its highest goal is 
to "prepare students to be the best 
government contracts attorneys in the 
marketplace. We attempt to meet the 
market's demand for quality attorneys 
by helping our students - and [alumni] 
- find jobs in government service, 
private practice, and in corporations 
-and, of course, clerkships." Schooner 
said that the program also attempts "to 
constructively influence procurement 
policy so that the acquisition regime 
works better, specifically, so the public 
gets good value for the money it spends." 
He also pointed to the program's work 
with foreign governments, which he char­
acterized as a process of helping those 
governments "learn from more-developed 
nations' success and mistakes" in the area 
of procurement policy. 
Professor Yukins highlighted the 
program's academic strengths, saying, "At 
its best, the program serves as an intellec­
tual clearing-house for the procurement 
community." He added, "Our students 
have discovered over the years that pro­
curement law is a fun, diverse area of law, 
which demands litigation, transactional, 
and political skills - and which is becom­
ing more globalized every day. There is 
strong demand for procurement lawyers in 
Washington and around the world, so our 
program is very likely to be around - even 
if we're not! - 50 years from now." 
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Sympathy for the Devil 
BY JOON SONG 
Columnist 
Have you ever played "slap bag"? 
If that doesn't sound familiar to you, it's 
probably because you were never in a 
fraternity (RUSH PHI DELT!) or soror­
ity, in which case, you're not American. 
According to Black's Law Dictionary, 
slap bag is "[a] drinking game using 
boxed wine. The bag is removed from 
the box and held by one person while 
the drinker slaps it as 
hard as they can before 
they drink. Most often 
associated with Franzia 
boxed wine." 
That definition is 
actually taken from Ur­
ban Dictionary, but that's 
beside the point. The 
point is that this is a game 
that almost requires the 
use of extremely cheap 
wine, and that necessar­
ily requires the use of a 
bag-in-a-box sort of wine. 
One criticism leveled at the world 
of wine is that it's ostentatious and often 
stuffy. This might be the case in some 
circles, but really? Events at which wine 
served soon become more relaxed, 
more social. I would argue that people 
are targeting the wrong variable—it's 
f t wine that makes foT stilted, d-baggy xx\paxYy, tYve p eople. Yveie axe a \ot ol cool ine people out there, ople like Kermit Lynch 
or Randall Graham (of 
Bonny Doon Vineyard), a 
lot of uncool people—like 
Miles from Sideways— 
and a few people who 
seem beyond this simple 
dichotomy—people like 
Fred Franzia. 
People either love 
him or hate him—and either love his 
vinous products or hate them. He is the 
man behind both Franzia boxed wine 
and the equally-ubiquitous Charles 
Shaw. He is a large character in terms 
of stature and personality. As Business 
2.0 put it, "[Franzia's] waging war on 
everything: gophers, ants, competitors, 
restaurant chains, stores, the state, the 
Supreme Court. It's not just his favor­
ite phrase, it's the way he thinks about 
business." 
He is a rabble-rouser, declaring 
that only fools would pay more than 
$10 for a bottle of wine, and that "[w]e 
can grow on asphalt. Terroir don't mean 
sh*t." But at the same time popular wine 
personality Gary Vaynerchuk (of Wine 
Library TV) declares that Charles Shaw 
is one of the biggest things to have hap­
pened to the wine industry in the last 
ten years. "Has Two Buck Chuck hurt 
some $8 to $15 brands? Yes. But it's 
helped the industry overall by bringing 
in new people. What Franzia is doing, 
more than creating outrageous quality, is 
exposing a lot of mediocre people. There 
are so many fools in the wine industry 
who are overpriced. Look at Franciscan, 
Simi, Kendall Jackson. Those guys are 
jokers." 
I don't agree with Vaynerchuk that 
Franzia is creating outrageous quality, 
but I do agree that Franzia has helped 
open up wine to thousands who might 
have either not had the resources to pur­
J have purchased 
Charles Shaw 
wine to drink on 
its own in the 
past, however. If 
need be, I can 
recommend three. 
chase more expensive bottles or been 
put off by what they perceived as an 
elite club. Now, with only two dollars 
(or three on the East Coast) anyone 
could purchase admission to the Won­
derful World of Wine. Then many of 
these people go on to learn more about 
wine and, consequently, drink better-
quality examples. Two-Buck Chuck 
is like wine training 
wheels. 
Do I ever buy 
Charles Shaw? Yes and 
no (I never buy Franzia 
boxed wines, just FYI). 
Let me start out with 
the no first. I don't buy 
Charles Shaw wine to 
drink on its own. Does 
that make me preten­
tious? Are vegetarians 
pretentious because 
they don't eat meat? 
Or is anyone pretentious for having an 
interest or hobby and only seeking the 
best camera lenses or running shoes or 
handbags or whatever? I hope not. 
I do buy Charles Shaw even today 
for certain reasons. For instance, I buy 
sauvignon blanc with which to cook, al­
though many would argue and I would 
tend to agree that cooking with cheap 
wine tends to impart a 
cYveap flavor to Whatever's 
being cooked in it. I also 
buy Charles Shaw merlot 
with which to make San­
gria, although I might 
stop doing that as the last 
time I did so resulted in 
an epic hangover. 
I have purchased 
Charles Shaw wine to 
drink on its own in the 
past, however. If need 
be, I can recommend three. 
They-occasionally come out with 
a Nouveau Gamay Beaujolais Valdiguie, 
which is their answer to Beaujolais nou­
veau. Beaujolais nouveau is made in the 
Beaujolais appellation of France from 
the gamay grape and comes out amid 
great fanfare on the third Thursday of 
every November. It's a very grapey and 
light thing, drunk more out of lusty 
joy and thirst than anything else. The 
Charles Shaw version is made from the 
valdiguie grape and is also very grapey 
and light. Actually, as I don't like most 
of the Beaujolais nouveau that comes 
out, I would probably recommend sav­
ing money by buying Charles Shaw's 
version instead. 
Charles Shaw pinot grigio is 
innocuous—light and watery but inof­
fensive. It's like your tall awkward pal 
from middle school who always talked 
about Star Wars and had an unhealthy 
obsession with Admiral Ackbar. I 
would recommend Shaw's pinot grigio 
because so much pinot grigio out there 
is light and watery but more expensive. 
This is even true of much pinot grigio 
that is actually imported from Italy, but 
is generally not as true for pinot gris 
(which is the same grape, just spelled 
differently) from the Alsace region of 
France. If you're going to do pinot 
grigio—not pinot gris—at all, you might 
See Devil on Page 11 
Like from page 7. 
tion. Five years ago, one student shout­
ed out, 'Blasphemy!' when I mentioned 
flag burning. I enjoyed reminding the 
student that blasphemy doesn't ap­
pear in the US Constitution. Also, I've 
noticed over the 
years that some 
students from 
the former Soviet 
Union have a very 
interesting take on 
presidential au­
thority, which we 
cover in discussing 




dents may have a 
different perspective on political or legal 
issues as a result from a different educa­
tional or personal experience, many of 
them have come to G W Law for reasons 
that are almost identical to those of U.S. 
students. Tadion chose GW Law for 
the strength of its LL.M program and 
professors as well as the reputation of 
I thought it would be quite 
amazing to come back to 
Europe and be able to say 
that I was studying only 3 
blocks away from the IMF, 
the World Bank and the 
White House. 
the law school. He says, "It was always 
a dream of mine to finish my studies 
in the United States as it offers the best 
infrastructures and most well-known 
universities in the world. As a student 
specialized in In-
ternational Law, I 
couldn't think of 
any better places 
to be than Wash­
ington DC. The 




in the world and 
truly is the capital 
^of international 
relations." He 
adds, "Also I thought it would be quite 
amazing to come back to Europe and 
be able to say that I was studying only 
3 blocks away from the IMF, the World 
Bank and the White House." 
Dupont says that U.S. students 
See Like on Page 11 
Ask Yunji! 
BY YUNJI KIM 
Columnist 
Dear Yunji, 
I want to make an lPHone app for law students. Do you have any 
deas? 
Yours Truly, 
Pondering in Property 
Dear Pondering, 
There needs to be invented a whole new category of iPhone apps labeled 
Surviving Law School in 2010. 
We need an app to help us forage for nourishment. Food SearchPro: an 
app that alerts us when goodies like pizza, donuts, and chips with dip appear in 
the Hard Lounge (remember that wonderful, wonderful day when sandwiches 
and beer appeared during finals?). Related is a possible app that will map out 
the availability of soda in the school. Too many cries of woe have been wailed 
at the sudden discovery that the vending machine is either not working or is sold 
out of Diet Cola. May I suggest Coke Fiend: a mapping app that pin points 
where your preferred soda can be found in the nearest vicinity? 
Physical survival at our law school also requires an ability to dress ap­
propriately not necessarily for the weather, but for the unique temperature of 
each of our classrooms. On the same day, a sweater may be appropriate for 
a class in Stockton 201 but may be deadly stifling for one in Burns 418. We 
need help. Please invent the Anti-Snooze-ometer. 
Maintaining a positive attitude is also an important but difficult task dur­
ing our legal studies. We need an app that will easily put a positive spin on our 
negative thoughts. What we need is the iPollyanna: type in "I got the lowest 
grade in my LRW" and get "Having friends that are smarter than you is always 
better for your personal development. Do you really want to be in a room 
where you are the smartest person there?" Perhaps you could even customize 
the settings of the app depending on what you need to hear: Setting 1 would 
be "Tough Love - Stop Whining and Get Back to Work," Setting 2 would be 
"Look on the Sunny Side - It Could Always Be Worse," and Setting 3 would 
be "Reality Schmreality - Just Tell Me Everything Will Be Fine!" 
Apps for finding used textbooks, and old outlines, apps for professor bios 
and evaluations, apps showing the availability of desks and plugs around the 
school study areas....The list goes on. All you need now is to actually make 
them. 
Happy New Year, 
Yunji 
Got a question about what's going around the law school, Foggy Bottom, or the 
world in general? Email notabenegw@gmail. com and ask what's on your mind. Yunji 
has the answer! 
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Photo by Mario Leach 
Playtime for 3Ls! 
Photo by Denise L. Turner 
Li H ^ Ml$Jl Despite nearly 2 feet of snow, 3L 
Lindsey Welsford married her fiance 
Omar Martinez in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. 
Photo by Julie Napear 
2L Heather Benton had some trouble digging out 
her balcony. 
Photo by Heather Benton Planes, trains, and automobiles were delayed, 
leaving manv GW Law community members 
stranded. 
Photo hv Denise L. Turner 
Photo by Denise L. Turn er 
Devil from page 10. 
as well save money. 
Finally, Charles Shaw recently 
came out with their "International' 
Australian chardonnay, which is the 
same price but actually much better 
than their normal homegrown ver­
sion. It's buttery but not over-the-top, 
not as "hot" (high in alcohol) as many 
chardonnays are wont to be, and 
drinkable in a pinch. .The same can­
not be said of many other chards. 
So take it as it is. Charles Shaw 
is not going to be the best wine out 
there, and Fred Franzia might not be 
the nicest person, but they are both 
certainly useful in their own ways. 
Tolerant from page 6. 
uld have. Sometimes you risk losing 
ire by trying to make people fit into 
ir box than by accepting them exactly 
they are.. So take a break from the big 
jes, look up from your textbooks and 
nch out of your everyday crowd; you 
ter know what you might find. Some-
ies, there is a diamond in the rough. 
De Novo from page 4. 
show. Surprisingly, however, the men 
can be even worse. They come in grunt­
ing like they just stepped off the set of 
"My New Haircut" with their Jersey 
Shore nicknames and lack of sleeves 
on their shirts thinking they own the 
weight room. Yes, your thigh might 
be the size of my body, but that doesn't 
mean you have a right to monopolize 
the free weights. 
All in all, if you don't keep your 
New Year's Resolution, don't feel guilty 
about it. I hat^e them anyway. 
Like from page 10. 
can learn a lot from international stu­
dents here at GW Law, particularly if 
they are interested in a foreign system 
of law. She also says that, "even if we 
know a lot about our laws, we can be 
really confused about the law here, 
especially when we are confronted to 
concept we have never heard before." 
More importantly, Dupont says that 
it is important for other students to 
know that "we are here because we are 
eager to learn more about the American 
system, to understand it as well as to 
understand the American culture and 
its way of doing things." 
Tadion says 
that even though in­
ternational students 
may have a differ­
ent perspective, "we 
are not so differ­




and often have "a 
broader vision" of 
what they learn that 
comes from a different legal and edu­
cational system. "We all study hard to 
pass and we all have to decline invita­
tions to party because we have a memo 
to finish at the library on a Thursday 
night." 
For those students who may not 
yet be friends with an international 
LL.M, Dean Karamanian had some 
advice: "I would encourage all US 
students to take the time to get to know 
our international students. The good 
news is that this interaction is already 
happening, for example, through social 
We learn front each other 
and at the end of the year 
I'll be proud to say that 
I won't have to pay for 
a hotel room in half the 
countries in the world! 
and other events such as language discus­
sion groups, organized by various student 
groups. The friendships made in law 
school tend to last. Having foreign law­
yers as close friends 
will help profession­
ally, particularly given 
the increased trans-
boundary flow of 
commerce, people, 
and services. And 
these friendships usu­
ally lead to a more 
fulfilling life." 
Based on his 
experience at GW 
Law, Tadion agrees. 
"I don't know if there's anything spe­
cific I'd like non-international students to 
know about us because I feel like I've been 
welcome with open arms by everyone I've 
talked to so far. I would tell them to ask 
us about our own legal system or the dif­
ferent opportunities that happen abroad 
if they ever want to study somewhere else 
and work outside of the US. Also meeting 
people from around the world is a great 
experience. We learn from each other and 
at the end of the year I'll be proud to say 
that I won't have to pay for a hotel room 
in half the countries in the world!" 
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school events 
Wednesday January 13th 
1L Spring Orientation 
The 2010 lL Spring Orientation will provide information on 
Fall 2010 Registration, Journal Competition, Skills Competi­
tion, Honors Designation, Clinics, Tutoring Program, Coun­
seling Services and more. 
5:00-6:00PM, Marvin Center Betts Theatre 
SBA Ski Trip Meetings 
12:00PM, LLlOl and 8:00PM, L30l 
Friday January 15th 
SBA Ski Trip to Snowshoe, West Virginia 
Monday January 18th 
Martin Luther King, Jr Day Holiday 
No classes 
Tuesday January 19th 
Giles Rich IP Moot Court: Finals 
Barbri Table Day 
9:00AM, Hard Lounge 
Wednesday January 20th 
Naming, Identity, and Trademark Law 
Speaker Laura Heymann featured in the IP Speaker Series. 
B505, l2:00PM-l:30PM 
Monday January 25th 
Deadline for Credit/No Credit Option 
Wednesday January 27th 
Golan v. Holder Panel 
A luncheon panel discussion of Golan v. Holder on the oc­
casion of its oral argument in the 11 th Circuit, moderated by 
Prof. Robert Brauneis of The George Washington University 
Law School. To reserve lunch, please RSVP to meyerklip-
per@verizon.net by close of business on Friday, January 22nd. 
Moot Court Room, 12:00PM-2:00PM 
Thursday January 28th 
Van Vleck Moot Court: Finals 
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1 : evidence based on an out of court statement 
2 : hilarious statements made around GW Law 
Overheard: 
In Copyright - "And the 3 year old will be like 'J'ACCUSE!' 
you destroyed my work o f art" 
In Con Law II - "Those of you who search the seedier 
parts of the Internet, please note that your conduct is not 
protected by State or Federal law." 
In Copyright - re: licensing music to "chain funeral homes" 
- "I'll have the Coffin McMuffin, please..." 
In Federal Income Tax, re: diamonds as a form of wealth. 
"Why do dictators buy diamonds? When the coup comes - and 
it will - it's pretty easy to throw diamonds in a s uitcase and 
II  
Hear something funny in c lass or around the law 
school? Email Hearsay at notabene@law.gwu.edu 
'lty<VlO4C0fie4' 
ARIES (MARCH 21—APRIL 19) 
"That's what she said" should be removed from your vocabulary. Permanent y. 
TAURUS (APRIL-20—MAY 20) 
Saturn and the now-defunct planet of Pluto are up to something. Think about it. 
GEMINI (MAY 21—JUNE 21) 
No, the iPhone does not have an app that will heat the earth. Or your heart. 
CANCER (JUNE 22—JULY 22) 
You're finding it harder than ever to make things work today - that s because 
you're not very smart. 
LEO (JULY 23—AUG. 22) 
Genghis Khan was a Leo, and so is Barney the Dinosaur. Put that in your back 
pocket. 
VIRGO (AUG. 23-SEPT. 22) 
Everything has its place, and yours is on the floor scrubbing with a 
magnifying glass, checking for germs. Can you say obsessive-compulsive 
disorder? 
LIBRA (SEPT. 23—OCT. 23) 
You are the reason butterfly hairpins and parachute pants have made a 
comeback. Next on the list is those big jam shorts. 
SCORPIO (OCT. 24—NOV. 21) 
You must decide how to continue today, whether it's by questioning 
everything that happens or, instead, letting it all wash over you like the 
water from maiden's bathwater. 
SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22—DEC. 21) 
If you're feeling overwhelmed, take a nap. People who take naps get As. 
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22—JAN. 19) 
Be wary of all new friends today as they may turn out to be Russian spies, or 
possibly wannabe astronomers. 
A QU AR IUS ( JAN.  20—FEB .  18) 
Dandruff and bad breath is not the best way to ward off unwanted advances. 
Although, assuming that is your intention, you are definitely going in the right 
direction. 
PISCES (FEB. 19—MARCH 20) 
Admitting to shooting the sherrif is not a good alibi when being accused of 
shooting the deputy. 
